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Sermon Notes

Our mission is to point pgopleg toward

" Get to know Him better. living an abundant lifg in Christ.

= Be well-acquainted with Him B4 heaven.

“Get Smart”
Next Sunday: “Bound” I Tim. 2:8-10 2 ﬁmOtﬁy 2.7



Thoughts from
David

I've been thinking this week about my Bible
intake. It seems that there are times when | am
studying the Word with vim and vigor (certainly
not just vim), and other times when it seems like a true chore. | confess that
there are some days where | only read the “verse of the day” from a Bible
devotional application or two on my phone. There are times when life is so
hectic and challenging that a “proper” Bible study seems impossible — my small
lizard brain recoils at the thought of extra engagement and wants to just hide
in a small dark corner. The vagaries in my zeal for the Word seem too extreme
sometimes.

As life goes on, it becomes apparent that there is no real security apart from
the Lord. We may manage to pay off all our debts, we may manage to garner
wonderful health and life insurance plans, we may finally get in shape and finish
that book or course we've been working on. But building up our worldly
defenses won't ultimately cut it. Each accomplished, wealthy, insured and
healthy person in history has died and lost all of these things.

Where do | want to invest my time and energy? It must be in those things that
are eternal, in the only hope that is possible — a saving relationship with God
through the person and work of Jesus Christ. | want to learn as much about
God as possible and get as close to Him as possible, while there is still time.
As | age, | think of tens and hundreds and thousands of things that | had wanted
to do or be, things that | wanted to tie off and mark “done.” Time is running out
in this regard — sure, it always would, but through the telescope of time it
becomes easier to see them slipping away (or maybe “difficult’ is a better
word). Someday, much of it will not matter.

Bible reading is a clear way to show the Lord that we recognize the fleeting
nature of pleasure and accumulation in this world; it's a chance for us to
voluntarily approach the Creator of all things through a controllable physical
practice with a desire to know and obey Him better. We can do this through a
few spiritual disciplines, and it's certain that they're more effective when
combined - Bible intake, prayer, worship, serving the church, evangelism —
these are a few of the things that will actually repay investment.

If | really want to grow in the Lord, it's obvious that Bible intake is a critical
component for me as a 215t century Christian. Never has it been easier!
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Potluck Sunday
Please join us today after service for our traditional potluck lunch. Even if you
didn’t bring a dish to share, please plan to stay. There is always plenty of food for
everyone as we fellowship together.

Exploring Church Membership
A.L.C. is planning to start a new membership class. If you are interested in
exploring membership, please talk to Pastors Jim or Josh, Bill Barnes, Keith
Kettler, or Danny Johnston. No commitment is asked for up front and the choice is
yours at the end of the class.

Monday Evening Ladies’' Prayer/Bible Study
The Monday evening Ladies’ group will begin our fall session on September 14th
at 7:00 here at the church. We will be continuing our study of the book, Relying
on the Holy Spirit, by Charles F. Stanley. There will be time for sharing and
prayer after each study session. All ladies are invited to join us even if you weren't
here for the beginning of this study. Please talk with Bird Tanner, Cyndi Hacker,
or Susie Paulson for more information.

Ladies' Tuesday Morning Bible Study
We will be starting our fall session Tuesday, September 8t at 9:00 a.m. here at
the church. We will begin a study of Traveling Light, by Max Lucado. All ladies
are invited to join us. Please talk with Vicky Brinkley or Pam Coleman for more
information.

Snack Sign-Ups for September
To all those who help fill the snack table for Fellowship Time each Sunday, “thank
you for all of the delicious treats”. We are blessed by your generosity and service.
If you are willing to fill one or more of the openings for September, please sign the
snack sign-up sheet on the table by the front door.

Invite a Friend
Thank you for continuing to extend an invitation to friends to visit our church. We
are blessed for the opportunity to meet new people and have a chance to welcome
them to our church. Let them know about our on-line access to Sunday services
as well. We need to SHARE the love of God!



